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Transition Fair

253 family members, over 100 professionals 
& 35 information stands



What parents said: (by e-mail)

• “What an informative, interesting, helpful and reassuring afternoon we spent at 
the fair. Congratulations and thanks to all concerned. The Transition Matters 
book is fantastic, what a great resource! Thank you” 

• Thank you for a truly fantastic event on Saturday. Judging by the sheer 
volume of people, it was much needed. Everyone was extremely warm and 
helpful and (son) particularly enjoyed the drumming. The Transition Guide is 
brilliant and has been my bedtime reading!

• “Neither of us pretended we knew everything about post 19 and reading the 
booklet we don't. I think the thing that we found most useful for us was the 
need to legally take responsibility for [son] at 18 - we had vaguely been told 
when he turned 16 that we need to do something like that at 18 but nothing 
more specific.



What parents said on the day

“Really useful and so much easier to see and get 
advice and in one go” 

“Great day!… can we please have it every year?”

“Absolutely great! Thank you. A start for us to look 
for the future and gives us hope”



What professionals told us:
• “The range of stalls was really very comprehensive and the buzz of 

people asking questions, making contacts, obtaining information was 
quite electric as one walked into the Kassam Stadium…It was great to 
see so many families there and I am sure it will have allayed some 
fears to enable people to see just what sort of support can be available. 
I certainly made contact with some organisations I didn't know about 
previously and also met with a number of families who were using the 
day as a way to start thinking about life after school/college”

• “I had a really wonderful afternoon meeting many former pupils and 
colleagues across many Services – …thankfully, in a ‘ jargon free 
zone’! I look forward to next year’s Fair, building on this year’s great 
success and much-valued by everyone who attended.”



What Professionals told us (cont.)

• “I just wanted to say how worthwhile I found the event. Talking to 
parents was a real eye-opener. I had no idea how in the dark so many 
feel when it comes to support for adults. In this respect the 
experience was every bit as valuable to us as it was for them. We now 
know we have to get out there and assure them they’re not alone!”



Young people with learning difficulties also 
helped on the day

• As guides
• As researchers 
• As volunteer helpers



What the young people said

“Thank you for drum workshop”

“ I had lots of fun in the drama workshop”

“ It was great to see Sally & Jess”



My favourite quote from a young person when asked 
what she wanted to do when she was older:

“I would like a baby called Penny and a 
puppy called Boat. I would like to work in 
Oxfam. I really would like a husband but I 
would call him David Tennant”



We also launched our guide:
“Transition Matters”



What we have learned?

• It’s not just parents who don’t know what they 
don’t know!

• We are still not as “joined up” as we could be!

• Professionals and parents working together with 
the same aims can be powerful and effective 




